










words matter.

Last May, the Oregon Book 
Awards Author Tour took 
authors Charles D’Ambrosio, 
Robert Hill, Jeff Lee Manthos, 
and Lee Montgomery to 
read their works in Baker 
City and Burns. The reading in 
Baker City was particularly memorable,  
and the result of collaboration with several 
organizations and businesses in town. 

These authors all live in the Willamette Valley, 
and most had never been to Baker City.

The Baker City Library, Eastern Oregon 
Writers Guild, Betty’s Books, Crossroads Art 
Center, and the Union Grand Hotel helped 
us host an evening as part of the standing 
Second Friday Literary Night. 

Librarian Perry Stokes said, “Second Friday 
Literary Night is a monthly event in Baker 
City and the Oregon Book Awards Author 
Tour was one of the highlights of the year, 
and drew one of the largest crowds. We had 
a diverse group of authors and material, but 
they each read with such riveting passion.  
I recall that several became emotional on 
selections they’ve recited dozens of times 
before, surprising both themselves and the 
audience. ‘Must be something about Baker 
City,’ they said.”

Carolyn Kulog, owner of Betty’s Books, 
helped coordinate book sales and make the 
authors feel welcome. She added, “One of 
the things that is great about having the 
authors come here is that it’s so good to have 
significant, award-winning authors who 
come from far away. We do a pretty good 
job of showcasing authors from Eastern 

Oregon, but it’s obviously a challenge to get 
people here from the Willamette Valley and 
other parts of the state. We had many 
comments from people here about how 
much they appreciated the event.”   

Jeff Lee Ma nthos, an Oregon Book Awards 
finalist in creative nonfiction for Steel Beach, 
had this to say about the evening: “A 
journalist from the area commented to me 
that what he heard from every author was the 
truth. He sensed that we had all dug deep 
into ourselves to write about experiences that 
reflected humanity in all of its complexity, 
ugliness, and beauty. 

“It was extremely rewarding to share my 
writing with an audience that clearly 
appreciated the work and emotional energy 
that goes into bringing a manuscript to 
fruition.”

The Oregon Book Awards Author Tour brings 
Oregon Book Awards finalists to libraries 
and independent bookstores across the state 
to promote their work and connect with 
new audiences. Since the tour began in 1999, 
readings have taken place in 19 communities. 
Recent tour destinations include North Bend, 
Eugene, Newport, and Corvallis. 

In May 2009, look for the Tour in Klamath 
Falls, Medford, and Roseburg.  
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“He sensed that we had all dug 
deep into ourselves to write 
about experiences that reflected 
humanity in all of its complexity, 
ugliness, and beauty.”
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Wally  
Lamb 
September 24, 2009

Author of She’s Come 
Undone. The New York 
Times has called him  
“a modern-day  
Dostoyevsky with a  
pop sensibility.”

Lydia 
Davis
November 5, 2009

A master of the short  
story, book critic and 
translator of Proust. The  
Los Angeles Times has said, 
“Lydia Davis is one of the 
quiet giants in the world of 
American fiction.” 
 

Christopher 
Hitchens 

January 5, 2010

A provocative and original 
political thinker. Author  
of God is Not Great: How 
Religion Poisons Everything. 
His work is published 
regularly in Vanity Fair  
and The Nation.

Ruth  
Reichl
March 29, 2010

An American food writer 
and the editor-in-chief of 
Gourmet magazine. She  
has written three critically 
acclaimed, best-selling 
memoirs. Author of Tender 
at the Bone: Growing Up at 
the Table.

Edwidge 
Danticat
April 22, 2010

An award-winning Haitian- 
American novelist. Author 
of Brother, I’m Dying, The 
Farming Bones, and Breath, 
Eyes, Memory.

Portland Arts & Lectures 2009/2010
Following a year of record attendance, Portland Arts & Lectures will return in September, bringing new voices and 
viewpoints to the stage. Please join us for another exciting season! 
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